
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

MEDIA CONTACT:  JENNIFER M. KEELER, YELLOW HORSE MARKETING, jennifer@yellowhorsemarketing.com 

 

 JUNE 1, 2011 

 

California's Young Horse Talent 

on Display During Dressage at 

Flintridge CDI*/Y/J 
 

By Yellow Horse Marketing for Cornerstone Event 

Management 

 

BURBANK, CA - Young dressage horses were the stars of the 

weekend in the historic and pastoral setting of the Flintridge 

Riding Club for Dressage at Flintridge CDI*/Y/J, May 26 - 29, 

2011 in La Cañada-Flintridge, CA.  As host of the 

Markel/USEF Young Horse Western Selection Trial for the 

FEI/WBFSH World Breeding Championships in Verden (GER) 

and the final Pan American Games qualifying competition for 

Southern California, competitors made the most of the 

opportunity to try to earn scores worthy of securing an 

invitation to represent their country on an international 

stage.   

 

In the Five-Year-Old division of the Markel/USEF Young Horse Western Selection Trial, the standout 

performer was "Sanceo", a brown Hanoverian stallion (San Remo x Rivera by Ramiro's Son II, bred in 

Germany by Gerhard Dustmann) ridden by Sabine Schut-Kery of Thousand Oaks, CA for owner Alice 

Womble-Heitman of Hempstead, TX.  Winner of last fall's California Dressage Society (CDS) Young Horse 

Futurity as a four year old, "Sanceo" impressed the judges to earn 8.12 in the Preliminary Test (40%) and 

8.30 in the Final Test (60%)for an overall score of 8.23, the championship ribbon, and a possible ticket to 

Verden.  "This stallion is such an elegant and light type of horse," noted judge Natalie Lamping (4* USA).  

"He's just what we're looking for in this division."  Reserve Champion was the U.S.-bred bay Dutch 

Warmblood mare "Bakara" (Sir Sinclair x Thea by Idocus).  Ridden by 2007 Verden competitor Willy Arts of 

DG Bar Ranch, "Bakara" earned scores of 7.38 and 7.60 for an overall 7.51 for owner and breeder Janice 

Kissel of San Luis Obispo, CA. 

 

In the demanding six-year-old tests, Sherry Van't Riet of Monte Nido, CA rode her own brown Oldenburg 

gelding "Sir Deauville" (Sir Donnerhall x Estella by De Niro, bred in Germany by Karl-Heinz Drees) to win the 

championship title with scores of 7.38 and 6.90 (7.09 overall), while in reserve was last year's CDS Five-

Year-Old Futurity champion "Soleil" (bay Oldenburg gelding, Sunny Boy x Ricoletta, bred in Germany by 

Werner Martens Achternhoff) owned and ridden by Bekki Vrono from San Dimas, CA with an overall score 

of 6.74.  

 

Despite the quality of rides in the CDI* classes, there was no match for Jan Ebeling and the striking black 

mare "Rosenzauber 8".  Having just returned to the U.S. from an FEI World Cup Finals appearance, Ebeling 

rode Deborah Harlan's ten-year-old Hanoverian (Rotspon x Shining Sun by Shogun) to a sweep of the 

division with strong scores of 70.263% in the Prix St. Georges, 70.702% in the Intermediaire I, and 68.667% 

 
John and Lisa Seger of Markel Insurance present 

the Markel/USEF Five-Year-Old Western 

Selection Trial championship ribbon to Sabine 

Schut-Kery and "Sanceo".  Photo courtesy of 

Genia Ply. 



in the Freestyle.  "My favorite things about this mare are her lightness and how good in the contact she is," 

said judge Lamping.  "She's so pleasant to watch." 

 

Canadians shared reserve placings in the small tour throughout the weekend, as Dominique Culham 

Buckland of British Columbia rode "Utango DG" to place second in the Prix St. Georges Test (66.579%) while 

compatriot Lindsay Seidel-Wassenaar and "Oslo" were runners-up in both the Intermediaire I Test and the 

Freestyle (66.754% and 66.833%, respectively).   

 

In the CDI Young Rider division, Kelli Newton and "Luciano" dominated the division, earning a 68.553% in 

the Young Rider Team Test, 66.491% in the Individual Test, and a 68.958% in the Freestyle.   

 

Markel/Cornerstone High Point Series Awards and Flintridge Riding Club awards were presented in several 

divisions.  In the FEI ranks, Jan Ebeling and "Rosenzauber 8" were presented with the Markel champion's 

dress sheet and the Roc Perpetual Trophy, while in the Open division Jaye Cherry rode "Santana" to the 

claim the Markel dress sheet and the Keen Perpetual Trophy.  For Adult Amateurs, Tiffany Mahoney with 

"Arabella" won both the Markel award and the Kingdom Video Trophy.  For Juniors/Young Riders, Stella 

Leitner and "Favorius" won the Markel division while Kelli Newton and "Luciano" were presented with the 

Dr. Mary Seddon Perpetual Trophy.  In addition, Nina Winternheimer and "Ari" won the Flintridge Riding 

Club Perpetual Trophy in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Don T. Hibner, Jr. 

 

Complete competition results for Dressage at Flintridge CDI*/Y/J are posted online via this link:  

http://www.cornerstonedressage.com/show_results.asp.  Upcoming Cornerstone events include Star 

Spangled Dressage, a new competition to be held July 1 - 3 in San Juan Capistrano, CA.    

 

Cornerstone Event Management is the leading resource for premier dressage events in California.  For more 

information, including news, show calendars, prize lists, entry forms, schedules, and results, visit 

Cornerstone Event Management on Facebook or www.cornerstonedressage.com. 

 

 


